and practical work. I liked it enormously. It should be read and used not only by vascular surgeons but by general surgeons and their orthoptdic colleagues. G W TAYLOR The PraticofGCaiatrics by John Agate MA MD FRCP 2nd ed pp 589 illustrated 60s London: William Heinemann 1970 We all deal in geriatrics nowadays, and think we are pretty smart at it; but, as ever, the experts have much to teach us. This is not a textbook on the subject, for it does not go solemnly through etiology, pathology, diagnosis and treatment all the time; it is, however, a book crammed full of excellent and sane advice for those who wish to keep a positive attitude towards looking after the elderly. Fellow geriatricians will no doubt wish to read it, but its real value is for the rest of us; perhaps for pediatricians and certainly for general practitioners, and general physicians. It is bound to be of immense help to those overseas doctors who do so much to man our hospital genratric services, so different from the social conditions in their own coutries. There is much in it, too, for ward sisters, for medical social workers, for health visitors and district nurses, for occupational therapists, and for medical administrators. It is thorougly interesting, a pleasure to read, and strongly recommended.
H WYIEHAM BALME I C(AaKme Joint by I S Smillie oDE chM FRCsEd FRcsGlas 4thed ppx+393 illustrated £8 Edinburgh & London: E& SLivingstone 1970 This is the fourth edition of Professor Smillie's monograph, the first having ap^peared in 1946. It remains a classic on injuries of the knee-joint and, as he says in the preface, he has resisted the temptation to develop the topic of arthritis. He does, however, discuss methods of avoiding arthritis following injury or operation, in particular resisted quadriceps exercises, for which he advocates use of puley control to ensure that maximum resistance occurs at the beginning rather than at theend ofextension. In his department, apparatus has been developed which allows this principle to be applied without loss of space in the physiotherapy unit.
Synovial fluid and mechanisms of lubrication are discussed, and the clinical distinction between traumatic effusion and hmmarthrosis, with the implications, is stressed.
The author has strong views on the importance of patella alta on vulnerability of knees to ligamentous strains as well as intra-articular damage, and regards the 'screw home' mechanism in full extension as a very important fator in injuries of the meniscus, of which he has a unique al knowledge. In his department 8,500 meniscectomies have been performed and the statistics are therefore really valid. Of 4,500 meniscectomis 71-3% were medial and 28-7% lateral. In 4% there was no tear demonstrable in the cartiage after removal. Cysts arose in 2 5 % from the-medial meniscus and in 22-2 % from the lateral. Professor Smillie advocates removal of the whole meniscus, rather than the detached&portion, i the case of bucket-handle tears, partly on the grounds that the regeneration which always occurs will not then be obstructed by separation from a peripheral blood supply. Horizontal cleavage tears are described carefully, and the increasig average age for meniscectomy since these were recognized is instructive.
Osteochondritis dissecans occupies some sixty pages; the etiology from either an aniomaly of ossification which fails to smooth out, or muy, is discussed, and the radiological condition ivided into: (1) anomaly of ossification; (2) Juvenile osteochondritis dissecans and (3) adult osteochondritis dissecans: the importance of the radiological diffeimtial diagnosis is made clear. The author draws attention to the folly of describing pathological anatomy in terms of radiological appearance.
The production is exemplary, and although at times one has to search the pages to find thereevant illustrations, these are clear; some of the photography at operation is particularly fine.
I am sure that this new edition will be bought by most orthopndic surgeons as well as being a necessity for all libraries. This volume follows the pattern of its predecessors and has their same weakness and strength. It consists of some thirty chapters dealing with a variety of growing points in the study of liver disease. These are of variable interest and, standard, and in no way offer a comprehensive review of the subject under discussion. On the other hand, they give some idea of the enormous effort being expended in trying to understand the function of the liver, and the many ramifications this may take. Chapters deal not only with biochonical aspects of liver function but also with the problem of structural changes found in various diseases, the possible mechanism inducing chronic liver disease, the efficacy of various form of treatment and with the use of a variety of new techniques in the investigation of patients. In view of its high price and the nature of its contents, it will probably be mainly purchased by libraries serving groups who have a special interest in the subject. Press 1970 Bacteria and phages have considerable advantages for use as models in experimental biology. This book was written primarily for biologists turning to work with bacteria, to provide them with a guide to basic laboratory techniques, including some theory as well as working rules. Particular effort was made to bring out the rational basis of the subject rather than to give arbitrary lists of instructions.
In this edition there are seven main chapters: bacterial growth; culture media; oxygen, carbon dioxide and anaerobiosis; sterilization; microscopy; quantitative (mathematical) aspects of experiments; genetic techniques. The last chapter is new, as are sections on photodynamic inactivation, fluorescence microscopy and autoradiography.
The first edition in 1965 was warmly welcomed, and this edition should prove as popular, not only with those for whom it was written, but also with professional microbiologists. R A SHOOTER Radiology ofthe Small Intestine by Richard H Marshak MD and Arthur E Lindner MD pp xii+510 illustrated £13 12s Philadelphia &c.: WB Saunders 1970 Great progress has been made in recent years in the elucidation of functional and organic diseases which affect the small intestine. Radiology has kept pace with these advances and much has been written on this subject, but an authoritative textbook has been eagerly awaited by radiologists: it has now appeared in the form of this book by Marshak and Lindner, who are acknowledged authorities.
There are 500 pages and about 500 illustrations, all of excellent quality, which demonstrate very well the points made in the text; captions and, where necessary, enlargements have been used to advantage.
The book is exceptionally valuable in that most of the rarer conditions discussed are fully illustrated and all stages of development of, and variations in, the commoner conditions extensively demonstrated. Clinical and pathological descriptions of these rare diseases are included and are especially helpful.
The references are conveniently arranged at the end of each chapter and are adequate for further study of any particular aspect of the diseases discussed.
Not uncommonly in radiology, different diseases can produce similar reactions and radiological appearances in the small intestine, and these are frequently referred to by the authors who have also described the changes seen in both small and large intestine when these occur.
This publication seems certain to find a place on the bookshelf of everyone interested in intestinal radiology and ought to be available in all radiology department libraries. Press 1970 This is the first volume of a section of the encyclopedia which is devoted to a comprehensive review of the pharmacology of the endocrine system and related drugs. The neurohypophysis has been of special intrest to physiologists and pharmacologists, who have found the biosynthesis, storage and release of its hormones, and their chemical structure and peripheral effects, to be fruitful areas of research, not only in man and other mammals but also in lower vertebrates. The clinical importance of these hormones and their therapeutic use has led to the development of synthetic analogues which are at present undergoing extensive clinical research.
In twelve chapters by a distinguished group of contributors, these various aspects of neurohypophyseal pharmacology are covered in detail. The standard of presentation of this volume, as in earlier sections of the encyclopedia, is good, and the price, although high, is not disproportionate to its size and content.
PAUL TURNER

Cardio-vascular Surgery for Nurses and Students by William H Bain MD FRCS and J Kennedy Watt Bsc chM FRCS pp vi+ 174 illustrated 30s Edinburgh & London: E & S Livingstone 1970
This helpful little book has been written primarily for the staff nurse who wishes to increase her knowledge, and it covers cardiac, central and peripheral vascular surgery, the last in consider-
